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His Grace the Earl of LAUDER- 
-D AI LL, His Majeſties High-Com- 


maiſstoner for the Parliament of Scotland. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


DPPH a Y the Authority of the King, and 
Pp His ſpecial Conimand you are here 
W aſſembled in His high Court of 
Parliament. You have heard His 
2, royal Intentions under His own 
tiand, with the chief Reaſons of His 
calling you together. You have heard His moſt gra- 
cious Expreſsions of His kindneſs to His Subjefs in 
this His anctent Kingdom, and His Confidence of 
you their Repreſentatives ; And Iſhall as ſhoctly as 
T can acquaint you with what I have further in com- 
mand frommy Maſter to {ay in His name at the 
opening of this His Parliament. And firſt I am to 
aflure you of His Majeſties conſtant and unalterable 
Zeal, for marntaining and defending the trtie refor- 
med Proteſtant Religion 1a this His Kingdom, - for 
which he will conſtantly lay out His whole Power 
and Authority, as allo for diſcouraging and puniſh- 
mg all Atheiſm and Profanities, and all that is con- 
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trary to true Religion and Godlineſs. I am further 
particularly commanded to affure you, That with no 
lets Zeal and Conſtancie He will maintain and de- 
fend the ancient Government by Archbiſhops and 
Biſhops, as now it 15 happily ſettled, as a ſure fence 
for the true reformed Proteſtant Religion, A Go- 
vernment moſt {uteable to Monarchy; and well may 
I call it Ancient, for whoever will look into Antt- 
quity ſhall find Epiſcopal Government hath con- 
tinued in the whole Catholick Church both Eaft 
and Weſt, even from the moſt Primitive and Apo- 
ſtolick Times: I ſhall not inſiſt on-the {ad Calami- 
ties and Confuſjons which the violent and rebellious 
endeavours to overturn this Government produced 
in this Kingdom ; His Majyeſties gracious A& of 
Pardon and Oblivion forbids the ripping up thoſe 
ſores which His own royal hand hath cured,and long 
may they be buried in Oblivion: Yet {ure I am, 
che refleions on thole diſmal days ought to raiſe 
no leſs Zeal in the Parliament, and in all good Sub- 
zeas for the maintaining of that Government as 
now it is happily ſettled : For,in His Majeſties name 
and by His ſpecial command I do affure you, He 
will employ His utmoſt power1n the maintenance 
of that Government, and will prote& the perſons 
of my Lords the Archbilhbops and Biſhops, and 
of the Loyal, Orthodox and peaceable Clergy 
in the exerciſe of their tunions: He will not 
endure thole numerous and unlawfull. Conven- 
ticles which tend to Sedition and Schiſm, which 
have been too frequent in ſome few Shires of 
this Kingdome : Good Laws have been made ; 
and in proſecution of thoſe Laws, the Lords of His 
Majeſties Privy Council bave ſhown their care 
for ſuppreſſing - thoſe ſeditions Aſſemblies ; Yea, 
and of late His Majeſty has graciouſly mdulged the 
planting of fome who were eſteemed peaceable 

men, 


| (59 
_ men, inyacant Churches (though /theycame not up 
to therules eſtabliſhr:) It will. be expected that they+ 
walk worthy.of ſo'great afavour; But if aſter this 
.removal..of.; the very;pretence} of-ublawtul-Con- 
.yenricles,any factious;people {hall'in ;cohtempr-of 
His Majeſties Laws ; yea; and of His indalgeiceal(o, 
ſeditioully Aflemble them{elves under pretence of 
Religious, Worſhip, His Majeſtte doth Require» His 
-Parliamegt, and all in;Authocity wider Him vigo- 
rouſly co {upprels tuch Meetings;.and 'to;dbring>:the 
pretended, Preachess, and the Rinp-leaders: ofi!fch 
unlawin] Aflemblics ,, to: condign and exemplary 
Jn thenext Place, Tam. commanded tolet you 
know,: Thack am ſufficiently Inſtructed to give His 
Majeſties Royal Aſſerit to {icki Laws as ſhall be pre- 
pared inthis:Parliament, for theconftant' Peaceand 
welfare of this Church, and of the-Kingdomin all 
ics Relations : But the chixf Ogcafion of calling this 
\Parhament, 1s the profectition'of that great and glo- 
rious Deſign of: bringing: His Kingdoms of ' Scotland 
and England toa ſtricter and nearer Lnion:This De- 
ſign was begun by, His Royal Grandfather: of bleſ- 
ſed Memory. who went ſo far:on'towardsthis great 
Work, that 1n the firft; year of His Reign over 
Great Bricain,,, King, Fames named Commiſſioners 
tor this. Kingdom, who by AG of Parliament: were 
authorized .to Ireat'and Conlult with Commillio- 
ners for the, Kingdom of England, concerning ſuch 
-an} Union : ; And. in purſuance of theic Treaty, 
Ads were made for the Repealing of Hoſtile Laws, 
and the utter abglition of all memory of Hoſtility 
between the two Nations: And in the Seventh year 
.of His Raign, it was, by the Judges of all che-Courts 
of WeStmin$tcr-Hall in England, lolemnly adjudged, 
in the Caſe of the PoSi-nati, that thoſe. who! after 
the Deſcent of the Crown of. England to King 
B Tames, 
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Fames , were born'in Scotland, were no Aliens 
-1n Exgland, and” conſequently were capable}, not 


onely of 'Land , but 'of all other 'Immunitics ; "as 
if they had been born in:Pygland, fo much was 


done in King James his time: And the occafi- 


ons of His Majeſties'Reſolations ' to profecute "this 
great Work, were theſe, Complaints hiving been 
niade:to His Majeſty, That fince the 25th day of 
March, in the Twelfth year of His Reign, new duties 
were'impoſed in:'Evgland, upon divers Commodities 
of the:growth, produQtion, and manufafture- of 
Scotland, and incapacities laid npoh the Sub- 
zeRs of Scotland: It pleaſed the King'to' appoint 
divers Meetings upon this Matter, though” without 


Succeſs : ' whereupon the late Parliamerit 'of © this 


Kingdom impoſed, in their third Seſſion 4». 1663. 
great Duties upon the. Commodities of the growth, 
produdtion or manufaQure of England, which by 


His Majeſties Command were ſuſpended, and have 


not been _exacted, though the Duties in-England 
fill continue; and upon His Majeſties recommen- 
dition: to the Parliament of England, an At was 
lately made for ſetling freedom and intercourſe of 
Trade between the two Kingdomes : Whereupon 
Commiſſioners were nominated and appointed by 
His Majeſty for both Kingdoms to Treat upon that 
Afﬀair; who had many Meetings, but produced no 
effe&, unleſs it were a conviction of the Difficulty, 
if not'impoſlibility of ſetling it in any other way, 
then by a nearer and more compleat Union of the 
two. Kingdoms. His Majeſty is fully perſwaded 
that nothing can tend more to the good and ſecu- 
rity of both Nations,than ſuch an Union. And find- 


ing that in His Royal Grandfathers time, ſo great an 


advance was made towards this Union, and that the- 

continuance under'the ſame Obedience for near 70. 

yeats, having begotten the ſame common Friends 
| and 
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and common Enimies to both Nations, and taken 
off a great part of thoſe Difficulties, which at the 
ficſt (norwithſtanding the Union in Obedience to 
One Soveraign ) ſtood in the way, His Majeſty well 
hopes, that what-is yet wanting to the perfe&ing of 
it, may be now accompliſh'd, And therefore, in 
His Majeſties Name, I do moſt heartily recommend 
this great work unto you ; and I doubt not,but you 
will ſpeedily ſend ſuch an humble Anſwer to His 
Majeſties moſt gracious Letter, as may witneſs how 
well grounded that Confidence 1s, which His Ma- 
zeſty hath expreſſed of you. This day the Parlia- 
ment of England meets,and the King will both Him- 
{elf, and by His Lord Keeper make the like Propo- 
ſals (asto the Union) unto both Houſes: And I am 
confident, that- Loyal Parliament, who have all 


along given ſuch ample Teſtimonies of their Duty 


and Aﬀection to His Majeſty, will upon this Occa- 
ſion make a ſuitable Return to His Propoſals. What 
is farther to be propoſed upon this Matter, ſhall be 


| offered at your next dayes Meeting : and the —_ 


doubts not but that after the meeting of Commil- 
ſioners for both Kingdoms, thoſe things will be ten- 
dered to your conſideration, in order to the Union, 
as ſhall tend to the Honour of His Majeſty, and the 
common good of all His Subjzets. Theſe things I 
was commanded , before I came away from His 
Majeſty to acquaint you with, and I have fince, 
upon another Occaſion , received an order in wri- 
ting, bearing date the 7th of this Moneth; by which 
I am again commanded, amply to declare His Ma- 
jeſties unchangable Reſolution to maintain Epiſcopal 
Government in the Church. So having begun and 
ended with this Declaration, I hope both the 
groundleſs Jealoufies, on the one hand, and the vain 
and idle hopes on the other ſhall be at an end. | 


FINTS. 


